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WENDLING PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT        MINUTES OF THE  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
            WENDLING VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY  24TH MARCH 2026 AT 7.30 P.M.

Present:-              Cllr C Foster, Cllr S Warwick, Cllr S Knight, Cllr James Taylor Roberts
                              and Cllr M Olley
Others Present:-  Dist. Cllr Roger  Atterwill, 5 electors and Mrs G Hubbard, Clerk                        

1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
The Chairman, Cllr Warwick welcomed those present to the meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs David Kemble and  Jennifer Hunt  and these were approved and accepted.

County Cllr Kiddle-Morris had also sent apologies for absence.

2.	To declare any Interests re items on the agenda.
There were no Interests declared.

3.	To confirm and accept minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk168238846]The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Knight  proposed the minutes of 15th January be accepted as true and accurate records of the meetings, seconded by Cllr Foster.  Cllr Warwick signed the minutes.

4.	To discuss any matters from the minutes of January (not on the agenda).
There were no matters arising.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD
Cllr Atterwill reported that there will be County elections on May 7th this year. Soon the decision will be made on the Local Government Reorganisations  as to whether there will be a single unitary or two or three unitaries.  Breckland Council had a Budget Meeting in February but Cllr Atterwill was not pleased with it.  There was a development in Colkirk that had complications and Breckland wanted to write off £515,000 in loans but this will not now happen.  The new Breckland Business Plan has been cancelled and Breckland has now returned to the old one.  There will be a council tax rise.  The Government is going to give support for heating oil through Norfolk County Council.  Regarding the Local Plan, the regulation 19 will have another consultation after 13th June.

There was some discussion regarding Fireworks Displays and Bonfires.  Two residents present spoke about their displeasure regarding a bonfire last November, which they claimed was huge and very loud fireworks were let off.  They were not informed by the person having the bonfire that it would take place.  They felt that in October, if there is going to be another one in November, that they should be informed.  Cllr Warwick has a contact in the Fire Service and he will speak to his contact and ask for advice on the matter.  Cllr Olley suggested some notices be put up nearer the time and the subject will be put on the September agenda.  Another resident commented that Fireworks Night is only once a year and perhaps people should expect to hear fireworks being used.
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5.	To discuss any necessary Correspondence. 
Breckland Council had circulated an email regarding transferring land to the ownership of parishes.  There is a small piece of land in Wendling down Abbey Close and Cllr Olley proposed the Parish Council informs Breckland Council that the Parish Council wants this parcel of land, seconded by Cllr Warwick and carried.  The Clerk will make contact with Breckland Council.

6.	To discuss any Planning Applications received.
PL/2026/0198/FMIN  Proposed single-storey welfare & office unit to support the existing forestry & timber business, land off Dereham Road.  The Parish Council does not object to this planning application.

7.	To discuss Solar Farm Updates, with new information, if any.    
George Freeman, M.P. had sent an email to the Clerk, which she had circulated, and it contained dates for proposed meetings.  One Parish Councillor and one resident from each village can attend. Cllr Olley suggested an Action Group be formed and considered that would be the best way to deal with it.  The meeting will be in a couple of weeks’ time.  Cllr Warwick had spoken to an employee at Murphys and apparently there will be some money allocated to the villages that have been affected  by the work that has been carried out.  There are 3 sites in the parish of Scarning and work is being carried out tunnelling and laying cables to the coast for the Offshore Windfarm.

8.	To discuss any Highways Matters. 
Cllr Warwik has been told that specific parts of the Swaffham Road will be dealt with because of the damage that has been done, due to heavy lorries passing through.

9.	To receive an update regarding the Village Pond.
The pond is full of water now.  Cllr Taylor Roberts wants to change the access to the pond and he wants to put a gateway in.  At the moment there are some steps there but they are unsuitable for use.  At some point some machinery will need to be used.

10.	To authorise financial payments.
Cllr Warwick proposed the following financial payments be authorised, seconded by Cllr Foster and carried.

Clerk’s net salary  £261.60      HMRC tax  £65.40   Clerk’s expenses Feb.- March  £40.20
Norfolk Parish Training & Support subs £72.00       C. Foster, easter egg event £80.50
Wendling Methodist Chapel, donation for grass cutting, £400.00

11.	To  receive a financial update from the Clerk. 
The financial update had been circulated and no one had any questions regarding this.

12.	To arrange a date for the Village Litter Pick.
A Villag Litter Pick will take place on Saturday May 9th.  Two bags of equipment will be required to be hired from Breckland Council.  The Clerk will arrange for Cllr Foster to collect them on May 7th from Breckland Council office.  People litter picking will meet at 10.00 a.m. at the Wendling Methodist Church.
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13.	To record a vote of thanks to Mr Tony French for arranging for the seat to be replaced in Church Lane.
Down Church Lane, towards the Church, there was a wooden bench, which was dilapidated and had been put up to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1975.  It had an engraved plaque on it  It has been replaced with a brand new one by Mr Tony French with no cost to the Parish Council.  The Parish Council is very appreciated of this kind gesture by Mr French and the seat will be added to the Asset Register  for insurance purposes.

14.	To receive items for the next agenda.
To elect the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.
To adopt the end of year accounts.
To get an update on the land transfer by Breckland Council.

15.	To confirm date, time and venue of the Annual Parish Council Meeting in May.
[bookmark: _Hlk200357843]The date of the Annual Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 14th May  at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.  It will be  preceded at 7.00 p.m. by the Annual Parish Meeting.
As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.


Chairman   ……………..………………………………      Date …………………….





