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COUNCIL

Roger Atterwill - District Councillor Report for the Lincoln Ward — May 2025
Dear Resident,

It is my great privilege to serve as your Breckland District Councillor here in the Lincoln Ward. Here is
a brief summary of my work on your behalf during the last year:-

Budget & Council Tax

For the financial year 2025-2026 Breckland Council has increased its share of your council tax bill to
£118.53 for a Band D property. This is an increase of £4.95 above last year. Like many households the
Council also continues to face financial headwinds, and it has had to utilise some of its financial reserves
and implement a programme of efficiency savings. Having spent a lot of time with senior council officers
reviewing the budget as well as meeting with the Leader of the Council and the Leader of the Opposition,
| was content to support this year’s budget. | continue to challenge the Council where | have concerns
about financial matters. One particular area of concern | have raised is the need for the Council to take
a more ethical approach to its overseas investment portfolio. | am pleased that they have now made
some positive progress in this area.

Local Development Plan Review

Following the election of the new government last Summer, Breckland Council paused all of its work on
the review until the new National Planning Policy Framework was published in December. As a result
of this Breckland Council is now required to build significantly more homes than previously anticipated.
Having recently restarted its review, the Council has now carried out an additional consultation asking
for more possible development sites to come forward. Consultation with Town and Parish Councils will
also soon take place to try and determine where new homes can be built to fulfil the Council’s housing
target of 903 homes per year.

The Future of Robertson Barracks

Breckland Council in my view is taking a very pragmatic approach to this site. It recognises that a lot of
detailed work around transport links, utilities, green infrastructure and good quality design will need to
be produced before a realistic assessment of potential housing and employment growth can be
determined. | will continue to engage with all relevant stakeholders including Defence Infrastructure
Organisation to try and get the best possible outcome for the current local community and future
generations. It must be remembered that any development of this site will likely take many years to
complete if the base closes as currently planned in 2031.

Community Car Schemes

Last year | was made aware of complaints made by some volunteer drivers and the co-ordinators about
what they perceive is the onerous demands placed upon them by Breckland Council. These relate to
the requirement for regular medical checks. It is felt that these can be off-putting for prospective new
drivers and place an increased administrative burden on the Co-ordinator. | am pleased that at my
request, Council officers have reviewed their scheme criteria and have now issued revised requirements
to all car schemes across the district. The new requirements now align with those stipulated by the
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency. It is my hope that this will result in less administrative work and a
more sensible level of checks for drivers and co-ordinators.

Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution

Residents will probably know by now that the new government has put Norfolk and Suffolk on a fast
track programme to establish a combined mayoral authority for the two counties and on the current
planned trajectory, an election for this post will take place in May 2026. Running alongside this is the
planned local government re-organisation for Norfolk & Suffolk. Here in our county this will result in the
abolition of Norfolk County Council, Norwich City Council and the six district councils including
Breckland. In their place will likely be two or three unitary councils. Elections for these new councils are
currently projected to take place in 2027 or 2028. Local councils now have until September to submit
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to the government their vision for unitary councils in Norfolk. The government will make the final
decision. There is still a great deal of uncertainty about all of this but in principle | support these aims.
Yes, there is likely to be additional cost to get these new authorities up and running but | believe that in
the long run these new structures could be more efficient and provide better services for Norfolk
residents. | think we should embrace this opportunity to modernise our existing council structures which
have not been changed for over fifty years.

Proposed Introduction of Car Parking Charges

After some bitter opposition from some local traders, opposition councillors and many local residents
and having spent almost £100,000 on the consultation process, the Council’s cabinet decided to pause
the introduction of car parking charges in our town centres. They have cited the proposed local
government reorganisation as its main reason for doing so. | welcome this pause and | hope it will be
an indefinite one. | opposed the introduction of these charges because | was unhappy with the findings
of the consultant’s report commissioned by the council and also what | consider to be the negative effect
this would have on hard pressed local businesses and their employees.

Supporting our Military Families

| was troubled to find out last year that some of our service personnel and their families based at
Robertson Barracks are living in substandard accommodation on the base. Some of these homes are
very poorly insulated, suffer from damp and mould and have very expensive inefficient electric heating.
This makes the cost of energy very expensive and impacts on other aspects of their household budgets
such as everyday shopping. Last summer | met with representatives from the 15t Queens Dragoon
Guards welfare team to try and develop more targeted support. In November | attended a meeting at
the base with senior officers, local housing officials and Phil Riley, Director of Accommodation - Defence
Infrastructure Organisation. We inspected some of the housing and afterwards met some of the affected
families so Mr Riley could hear first hand of their experiences living on the base. A decision was taken
by Mr Riley at that meeting to provide over 60 families with rent relief over the winter to help them with
their energy costs and a promise to work up a plan to upgrade these houses. Further to this | am very
pleased to note that the new government has since bought back MOD housing from the previous private
sector housing provider and in April Mr Riley confirmed to me that under new housing standards
introduced by the government, the houses at Robertson Barracks would be included in the first 21000
service family homes to be refurbished. Our armed forces and their families deserve to be properly
supported and my hope now, with increased focus by the government, is that the standard of all military
housing will be greatly improved across the entire MOD estate. | would also like to place on record my
thanks to the leader of the council, Sam Chapman-Allen who has supported me in this endeavour and
who, following a request from me, has pledged to review the Council’s contribution towards the Armed
Forces Covenant Board, increasing the annual budget from £5,000 to £20,000 from next year.

Casework

As part of my casework | have managed to help a number of struggling local families and individuals
receive additional financial support as well as putting them in touch with other professional bodies and
charities where they can receive additional help and guidance. | can and often do help with concerns
relating to antisocial behaviour, housing, street sweeping, environmental health matters, business
support and backing community grant funding applications.

Your Councillor

As well as my day to day duties as your councillor, | am also the leader of the Independent & Green
Group at Breckland Council. | am now starting my seventh year as a member of the planning committee
and | am also a substitute member of the Overview & Scrutiny Commission and Governance & Audit
Committee.

Yours Sincerely
Roger Atterwill
Ward member — Lincoln Ward

Email: roger.atterwill@breckland.gov.uk
Tel: 07841 488860
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