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WENDLING PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
                         IN WENDLING VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER
                                                                  2026 AT 7.30 P.M.

Present: Cllr S. Warwick (Chair), Cllr M. Olley (Vice-Chair), Cllr S. Knight, Cllr Foster,
              Cllr J Taylor Roberts   and Cllr D. Kemble.
                              
Others Present: Dist. Cllr R. Atterwill, Dist. Cllr R. Duffield and 1 elector.                      

1.	Welcome by the Chairman and to consider accepting apologies for absence.
The Chairman Cllr Warwick welcomed those present to the meeting. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Hunt, as she was on maternity leave,  and these were approved and accepted.

2.	To declare any Interests re items on the agenda.
No Interests were declared.

3.	To confirm and accept minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk168238846]The minutes had been circulated. Cllr Olley proposed the minutes of 9th July be accepted as true and accurate records of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Knight and carried. Cllr Warwick signed the minutes.

4.	To discuss any matters from the minutes of July (not on the agenda).
There were no  matters arising from the last meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD
The Local Government Review change is now on hold.  Elections will probably take place next May.  There are going to be changes to the Planning System.  At the moment applications can go to the Planning Committee but when the changes come into force, Planning Officers will make the decisions.  There will be a list for minor applications and another list for larger applications and the Chairman will decide whether they will go to Committee.  District Councillors will still make comments.  In the future they will be Consultees.  It is an attempt to stream line planning applications.  There will be a limit on what the District Councillors can ask to comment on with planning applications.

There was some discussion regarding the new blue food waste recycling bins and Cllr Atterwill hoped they were being used correctly, as he had heard that in some villages they were being used for storage.

Cllr Atterwill had attended the M.P. George Freeman’s meeting regarding Solar Farms.  The problems facing farmers were discussed and how things might be in the future.

The flooding problem down Hulver Street was discussed and Mrs Gilbert’s property is badly affected.  Norfolk County Council came to carry out some work at the bus stop but managed to block up a gully.  Cllr Tom Dickerson is the Cabinet Member and he could be told about 
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the blocked drains.  Cllr Atterwill suggested the Parish Council takes some photos as there is a problem for residents when they try to enlighten from the bus.

5.	To discuss any necessary Correspondence.  
Six residents have shown an interest in getting involved with a Community Speed watch exercise.  Signage will need to be put up stating that a Speed watch exercise will take place and Police approval is needed.  Cllr Olley will speak to the people involved and let them know that the Police will need to be informed.  He also reported that there is a problem regarding a stream and debris.  Two trees have fallen across the stream.  

6.	To discuss any Planning Applications received.
There were no planning applications received to discuss.

7.	To get an update on the land transfer by Breckland Council.
The piece of land in question is still available.  Cllr Olley will be contacted at some time.  The Chairman suggested that the subject be put on hold for the time being.  Cllr Olley asked the other Parish Councillors if Breckland Council told him someone else was interested in purchasing the piece of land, could he let them know that Wendling Parish Council was interested in acquiring it.  The fees could be about £1,000 so there could be a total cost of about £1,500.00.  Cllr Olley proposed that the Parish Council takes on the piece of land, seconded by Cllr Taylor Roberts and carried.

8.	To discuss Solar Farm Updates, with new information, if any.  
This was discussed under the Public Participation Period.   

9.	To discuss any Highways Matters. – Verge cutting.
Veege cutting has been done.  It was cut when it was dry and then it rained, so it has grown again.  It will be cut one more time.  The Chairman will send an email to Highways regarding dealing with the overgrowth near the Village Sign and he will report a pot hole that needs repairing at Manor Drift.

10.	To receive an update regarding the Village Pond.
Nothing further has happened at the pond.  The Highways Department will need to be contacted before any gates for access are put in.

11.	To authorise financial payments.
The Parish Council agreed to pay the following transactions:-

Clerk’s net salary Aug-Sept.  £287.60   HMRC tax   £71.80   Clerk’s expenses  £60.88
Wendling Village Hall Hire charges from November 2025 to September 2026  £104.75
            
12.	To  receive a financial update from the Clerk. 
The financial update had been circulated, and no one had any questions regarding this document.
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13.	To discuss Data Security.
The subject of private emails was discussed and the situation will be dealt with soon.
The Clerk will amend the website and only the Parish Councillors’s names will appear, apart from the Chairman, who is happy for his phone number to remain.

14.	To discuss the subject of Fireworks.
A resident had complained about the noise Fireworks make on Bonfire Night.  Nothing legally can be done by the Parish Council regarding this problem but it was hoped that residents would be considerate.  Something would be put on the website to encourage people to be considerate and mindful of other residents.

15.	To discuss the idea of having a flashing SAM2 sign along the Main Road, obtained through the Parish Partnership Scheme.
There is a speed sign that is loaned out by Norfolk Constabulary but it is very popular and will not be available for Wendling Parish to borrow until some time next spring.  A sign can be purchased through the Parish Partnership Scheme, whereby Norfolk County Council pay 50% of the cost and the Parish Council pays the other 50%.  The Clerk will investigate the cost of a sign through Westcotec.  Other companies sell them at a cheaper price but they may not be suitable.

16.	To receive items for the next agenda.
No items were requested.

17.	To confirm date, time and venue of the November meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk200357843]The date of the next Parish Council meeting will take place on 26th November 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.
The first two meeting in  2027 were scheduled for Thursday 21st January and Thursday 25th March.
As there was no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.



Chairman   ……………..………………………………      Date …………………….





